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Prolific Toronto artist
and entrepreneur Gary
Silverberg has several

themes for life and art. One is
that ‘It’s Easier to be Afraid.’

“Fear stagnates you from
trying things. It’s so much eas-
ier to be afraid then to go for-
ward and take a chance and
make something happen.” he
says.

Silverberg is the devel-
oper behind the ART condo-
miniums, a unique 11-sto-
rey, terraced mid-rise
located in the heart of
the Queen West arts
community. The build-
ing rises from the site
of a former industrial
building with cutting-
edge design and inte-
rior spaces.

A r t i s B u s i n e s s
and Business is Art is
another theme from Sil-
verberg’s 1995 reaction-
ism show with paint-
ings depicting business-
men in suits in vari-
ous abstract settings.
“When I talk about art,
I talk about influenc-
ing culture and chang-
ing the way things are.
In the beginning my
works reflected aspects
of the business culture
at the time: how peo-
ple thought, where we
were and the dynamics
of business. Each one
of those pieces was tell-
ing a smaller part of the
story.”

As a consultant, Sil-
verberg has assessed
development opportunities
in the US, Europe, Asia, and
worked in Russia towards the
end of the Soviet era. “Busi-
ness has become the one uni-
fying culture in the world. I’ve
been in Russia, I’ve been in all
these countries, and I saw that
they were trying to be capi-
talists. They only knew a car-

icature of what business was
when they were starting out.”

Silverberg also marketed a
line of clothing and accesso-
ries. “I designed ties that were
licensed and they sold around
the world. At the time you had
a uniform as a businessman.
You had a need to express
something. It was more than
just the pattern or the colour;
it was communicating. A lot
of them were emerging coun-
tries and the ties had mes-
sages about this new culture
of business, so that was the
kick.”

Silverberg sees how much
things have changed in cul-
ture since then and now and
attributes that to the inter-
net. “Because where our cul-
tures are with the new tech-
nology age, we can all con-
nect with each other all over
the world. Everybody’s aspir-
ing to a higher order and busi-

ness is normally about num-
bers without a soul, and busi-
ness needs a soul.”

Silverberg has been a prin-
ciple in projects including
high-rise residential, subur-
ban house building, and the
renovation of old buildings
and homes in Toronto. “I’ve
done pretty well almost eve-
rything except build a hotel.”
The new mid-rise on Dover-
court Rd., has a number of
interesting features and it’s
the little added touches that
make ART condos unique.

In an effort to make all four
sides of the building sig-
nificant, the rear load-
ing dock doubles as an
event space. “The idea
for the back of the build-
ing is, it’s a lane which
we didn’t want to be a
lane. We wanted it to be
a pedestrian and trans-
portation route where
people felt very com-
fortable walking down.
Something like what
happens in Europe after
years of intensification.”
says Silverberg.

T h e w h o l e b u i l d -
ing has been wired for
high-tech services. Each
suite is cabled for home
theatre with connec-
tions between rooms.
There’s even a hookup
for a projection TV in
the middle of the living
room. “You could have
a screen come down,
you could just leave the
blank white wall or you
could put paintings,
multi-purpose things.”
explains Silverberg. Sta-
tioned on every floor are

flat screen televisions near the
elevators displaying a con-
tinuous slideshow by artist,
writer and critic, Gary Michael
Dault. “He put together for us
5,200 images of significance
from the historical, contem-
porary and avant-garde and
these circulate at 10 seconds
at a time.”

The art of condo design
Condo developer believes it’s the little touches that make a condo unique

up close

Each suite is cabled for home theatre with connections between rooms. There's even a hookup
for a projection TV in the middle of the living room.

ART condominiums is a unique 11-storey, terraced mid-rise located in the heart of the Queen
West arts community.

Gary Silverberg has been a principle in
projects including high-rise residential,
suburban house building, and the
renovation of old buildings and homes
in Toronto. "I've done pretty well almost
everything except build a hotel."


